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A walk around the old town

Welcome fo the Tbole Cockle Trail. lracing the fown’s

rich bistorical. z{en/aye. Thzs trail was opene(/ n 1998

lo celebrate the 750th anniversary o/ Foole’s ancient charter.
Tollow the numbered cockle szgns sel info the y['ounoc

which link with the numbers in the text.




Start Point

w There is a map at the back to help you

. POOLE TRAIL

&Tﬁl} FISHERMAN, POTTERY, SCOUTS AND
¥ SHORELINES

We start beside the blue shelter on the site of the
old Fish Shambles ¢» where Poole’s fish market
was held. The Lord Nelson ) , built in 1764 was
formerly known as The Blue Boar, but was renamed
in 1810 in honour of Lord Nelson who had been
killed at the Battle of Trafalgar some 5 years earlier.
During the 1920’s the pub was a favourite haunt of
the flamboyant artist Augustus John, when he lived
and painted in Poole. Next door is the Jolly Sailor
4> . A former landlord of the pub, Harry Davis, was
famous for the number of times he dived off the
quay to save people from drowning.

P00LE

The Oriel Restaurant building <6> was for many
years a Seaman’s Mission with a chapel on the
first floor. The next warehouse is shown on a print
of the Quay dated around 1857. The building was
converted in 1997 to The Quay Pub <7~ .

Poole Quay

'@&'3’/ $91hy sttuated on ((jurope ’s /aryes/
4 barbour, Toole bas a/way.s looked to
the sea /51' /s pl’ospel’ﬂy. This bas A‘AapeJ

s character as a town o/ merchants, mariners and

/oz'é[yn [n// uences.

Quer the centuries Tbole Quay bas reclaimed
much land, /Q'om the sea. The medreval sbhoreline
was level with the other en(/o//ﬁe many alleys
that run 5004/9'0122 the quay. In their Aeyofay
these a//eys would lrave been pungent with the
smells o/ sall /135, ﬁsﬁ otl, tar, wine, spirits and
spices, stored in the warebouses. Under many of
the 5&1/&10?5 are wide storm drains which some
say were used. @ smuyy[ers.

The views o/ the harbour haven’t yl‘ea/[y
cﬁdﬁyed Eooél'ny across the water you can see
Drownsea Island, used gy DBaden Towell /or
lhe very /1“119/ \/f\‘)joy Scout camp, and now, under
lhe managemen! o/ the National Trust, a home
lo the rare Ked chzuz'rre[

Henning’s Wharf is a former Victorian warehouse.
Previously a hoist on the front of the building was
used to raise goods to various floors.

Probably the oldest building on the ‘New Quay’ is
the Poole Arms 8>, parts of which date back to
the early 17th century. The front wall is covered with
tiles made by Carter’s of Poole, the forerunners of
Poole Pottery. You will see the Poole Coat of Arms,
which is a shield with a swimming dolphin and three
scallop shells. The shells are the symbol of St.
James, to whom the parish church is dedicated.
Underneath is the town motto:

‘Ad morem villae de Poole — According to the
custom of the town of Poole’



The next building, Grace House, was once the
Britannia Inn. The Portsmouth Hoy <9 was
named after the Portsmouth coasters which

used to moor opposite this section of the quay.
Walking further along there are new developments
of contemporary bars and restaurants. Purbeck
Pottery showroom 1 is housed in one of the
old warehouses.

_}?\ The Working Quay

Boat Yards
Aeross the water are the guxy
5oa/yal'dr 0/ lhe ]famwor/gy area 0/
Toole. Doats bave been built in r]‘)00/6/[0['
centuries. In fdc/ an ancren! /oygoa/ dated to
295750 was (/['éz/yéz/ou/ of/ﬁe barbour in the
1960’s. Yn medreval times men sailed, ﬁ‘om the quay
in uﬁ)nx Like the one o/epz'c/e(/ on this /0/071187 based
on a 1414 century Tvole seal. Doats are still made
in Tbole, bul these ofays /Aey are /or p/easure
rather than commercial cargo. Sunseeher’s
million pouno/ power boals lave been prot/ucet/ n
Toole since 1960. Their ézyé per/ormance and

Hamworthy Quay ¢.1925; Scandinavian timber ship about to unload

y/amorous image bave won them a role in the last
Sour Fames Tond filws.

Cargo
Tvole Harbour has handled a varsely 0/ cargo for
many years. Fresent Jay cargoes include steel,

yrauef, /ue/ and sand; with imports and exports, lo

and from Curope, the Black Sea, Nortlh and West
%ﬁ‘lb’d and the Hiddle East

Poole Harbour Commissioners (PHC)

Toole Harbour is a trust represen/['ny all aspects
o/ commercial and leisure aclivily in lhe HHarbour.
This includes maiplaining main sﬁl,bplby channels
/or the fel‘l‘l'es and cargo vessels, en/orczlrzy speec/
Limits, improving TFort /aw[r'fies and assisting with
nalure conservalion. you will progagfy notice
many of the PHC boals with their distinclive

green and. yeffow slripes going pas! in the
Harbour.

The Fishing Trade
you will notice a g
coﬁ)urfu[ Uarz'e/y of ﬁséuzy (
boals moored . afony the

quay. gf you ‘re ea['[y
enouyﬁyou will see the

o{ﬂ@ catch o/ crabs and
/%/ /135 Iussels are also
reyu[ar/y farmeo/ and clams are racked within the
tbarbour. Tbole still bas a /Arz'uzby ﬁsﬁm g zbafuslry
wilhh a strong /fee/ manned. gy 80—90 pro/essz'ona/

fl’sﬁermen.

Local fisherman Richard Hayes
mending nets, 1950



At 43 you will notice on your left a large metal
sculpture. This is called ‘Sea Music’, designed by
the internationally acclaimed artist Sir Anthony Caro,
in 1991. On the corner of the lower High Street and
Quay is an 18th century pub now called The Stable
a pizza and pie restaurant.

Newfoundland House ’ dates, as its name
implies, to the heyday of Poole’s trade with
Newfoundland in the 18th century. The building
houses Da Vinci’s Restaurant.

Continuing along the Quay, we pass a plaque ‘ on
the wall recording Poole’s part in operation ‘Overlord’
during the Second World War.

D-Day on the Quay

Toole p[ayeof a crucial, part /A]‘ouyéoa/ the
D- @ay preparalions. Tt was the third. Aﬂryesf
embarkation point /or U S. troops [eau[ny
Dritain /or the %{’maﬂo@ shores. Sbole also
promb/eo/ several lraining bases, (/esl'yna/eo/
prac/lise areas and. sﬁlpyan/s 5(11fo/1by many o/
the [ano{r'ny cra//, molor gun boats and launclies
or use in the invasion. Sbole lown avoided much
o/[ the gomglhy that devastated. many other soutlh
coas! ports. @ecoys on Drownsea Island were
succem/[u/ n O/eceiuin_g the bombers. Tbole takes
P[‘Ib/Q in what the fown contributed fo the D- @ay

olflfensl'ue.

Poole Quay looking west, ¢.1855

i} POOLE TRAIL -
' SMUGGLERS, D-DAY, BOATS AND BRIDGES

‘The elegant Custom House 4e was built in 1813/4
in the same style as one built in 1747 later
destroyed by fire.

In 1747 the Custom House was the scene of a
notorious smuggling incident. Following the seizure
of a cargo of smuggled tea a gang of sixty armed
smugglers descended on Poole, battered down the
door of the Custom House and made off with the
contraband. Several of the gang were eventually
tracked down and hanged.

12 oAl In front of the Custom
House is the town
beam once used

to weigh goods for
customs duty. In 1985,
the Custom House was
used for the BBC
series, ‘The Collectors!

Custom House, July 1937; viewed
from Harbour Office



Custom House

Here at the Gustom House,
we are in lhe o/o/es/par/ of/ﬁe
Quay or ‘Sreat Quay’ as 11 1s
called on old maps. %rcﬁaeo/oyz'ca/
excavaltions under lhis area have revealed
a thich /ayer of oysler shells. We believe
that a /Aousanofyears ayofz'sﬂermen used
lhe shore as a centre for an oyster f[sﬁery,
[eauiny millions o/ shells that became buried

under later reclamation.

In mediacval times the Sreat Quay was
surrounaleo/@ /arye stone 5111'/0/1'nys o/wﬂicﬁ
on[y the TJown Cellars remain.

To the right of the Custom House you will see the
Town Cellars 47 . This is part of the Poole
Museum and home to the Poole History centre.
The 15th century structure we see today stands
on the foundations of an even older stone building
dating from the 14th century or earlier. It was
around this building that fighting raged in 1405
when the town was attacked by Spanish raiders
in retaliation for attacks by Harry Paye, the famous
Poole Pirate!

Opposite the Custom House is the Old Harbour
Office ‘ This was originally built in 1727 as a
reading room for the merchants of the town and
was rebuilt in 1822. Can you see a man with a
wig? His name is Benjamin Skutt who was mayor
of Poole in 1717, 1727 & 1742.

The trail continues to the right into Thames Street,

Thames Street: Hotel du Vin, originally built for wealthy local merchant

Isaac Lester in the 1770’s

however if you were to carry on along the Quay,
you will see Poole’s Lifting Bridge, which connects
the industrial Hamworthy area to the central town.

Thames Street was cut through the ancient Town
Cellars in the late 18th century. The western part of
the building is now known as the King’s Hall and is
now part of the King Charles Pub ‘ The main
section of the pub was built in Tudor times, hence
the timber-framed walls and oriel windows. Inside,
the old roof beams, panelling and an original
fireplace remain. The pub, which is reputed to be
haunted, was named after King Charles X of
France, who landed here on his way to exile in
1830. Can you see the black doors to the side of
the King Charles? This is an old storeroom that
used to be used by French onion sellers.



From @0 look back towards the museum and
you will see a lean-to building, the old Poole Gaol.
The gaol has an iron ceiling which in its time was
designed to prevent prisoners from escaping.

Further down Thames Street we reach the Hotel du
Vin @5, one of several buildings within the Old Town
which illustrate Poole’s ‘Golden Age’. The house was
pbuilt in the late 1770’s for Isaac and Benjamin Lester,
heads of an important merchant family that traded
with Newfoundland. The dining room fireplace is
decorated with marble fillets of cod as a proud
reminder of the source of the family’s fortunes.

Hotel du Vin is now a Hotel, Restaurant and Bar.

1} POOLE TRAIL -
/) PILGRIMS, MERCHANTS AND MANSIONS

St.James’ Precinct

Lk, /
= r‘-’*‘,y Thhizs 1s the heart offzge Old
& Town o/ Toole. From brumble
5ey1'nnzhys the fown grew fo be
one o/ e Soutts Coas!l’s most important
mediaeval, ports. Yts mediaeval buildings were
swep! away with the torrent o/ wealth that came
ﬁ'om the %w/aunoffano/ lrade, the éey product
o/ which was sall cod. Gauyﬁf, dried and salfed
in %w/aunoffanoc i was exported fo the
counfries 0/ Soullsern ((Jurope /)“om which came
olrve orl, wine and sall back into the port o/
Toole. In the 1815 cen/ury this trade &'ouyff
vast weallh to a group o/i%o[e merchants,

weallhs which léey lavistied on the ﬁ'ne \9e01y1'an

mansions.

Opposite the church in Thames Street is Poole
House <7, built in the 18th century. It was the

home of Robert Slade, another Newfoundland
merchant and mayor of Poole in 1835. Although the
house has been substantially rebuilt, it retains its
fine, flamboyant 18th century fagade.

New property built alongside has been designed

in a suitable period style.

A place of worship has stood on the site of The
Parish Church of St. James 29 for over 800
years. Originally this may have been a small wooden
chapel, then as the town grew the church grew
with it and by the 16th century a substantial stone
building took its place.

By the early 19th century the church was too small
for the population of the parish and in bad repair.
In 1819 the old building was demolished and the
present church was constructed from Purbeck
Stone with pillars reputedly made from giant trees
brought from Newfoundland. The church has a
magnificent Georgian interior and is open daily

in the summer.

West End House (opposite @0 ) was built in the
early 18th century for John Slade, yet another
Newfoundland merchant. Its classical decoration
is typical of the 18th century domestic style of
architecture in Dorset. At the end of the 19th
century it was the home of the Carter family,
founders of Poole Pottery. Can you see the four
stone urns and pineapples on top of the fagade?
These were symbols of the prosperity of many of
the Newfoundland traders of the period.

If you turn right at <88 and follow the narrow St.
James’ Close around the back of the church just
past @5, you will see to your left a small grass



area which was used as an overspill graveyard,
an area reputedly haunted. Moving on you will
come to No.22, the handsome Rectory @s,
built in 1765. Its serene air gives no indication
of the violent dissensions in religious life in 18th
century Poole.

We emerge from St. James’ Close left into
Church Street @8, one of the most picturesque
streets of the Old Town. Further along to the right
are St. George’s Almshouses o . Originally built
in the 15th century by the Fraternity of St. George,
they have been extensively restored. The brick
gables and chimneys are possibly 17th century.
Can you spot the niche in the Aimshouse wall
used for Poole’s first street lamp?

,_The Oold Town

This area was part! o/ lhe
mediaeval fown and some

guzfoé'nys still survive. The overall
s/y/e zs geozyl'an and stems /fr*om re—c/euefopmen/
in the 18th cen/ury when the area accommodated
the prosperous middle class of Tole - such as

sea caplains and well-to-do tradesmen. Their
brick built bouses bhave fz'ne proportions with a
weallty o/ aulbentic architectural detarls such
as fan&'yﬂ/s and boot scrapers.

Passing the bollards we now enter Market Street
which stretches up to the Georgian Guildhall or
Market House. Poole markets were established
by royal charter in the 15th century and have
been recently revived.

Market Street ¢.1900, looking towards the Guildhall and the police station

Numbers 6 and 8, Byngley House and Mary
Tudor Cottage 43 are older than most of the
street. Thomas Byngley, a merchant and mayor

of Poole, built them as a single dwelling in the late
16th century.

Continuing on, The Guildhall Tavern 45 and

the Crown Inn 47 must once have had good

trade from the market. During alterations at the
Crown in 1966 ghostly happenings were reported.

A piano was heard to play by itself and a “fluorescent
mist’ was seen to float down a flight of steps into
the courtyard.

Directly ahead is The Guildhall 0. It was built

in 1761, partly at the expense of the members of
Parliament for Poole. On the ground floor were
open-fronted market shops and on the first floor
were the corporation chamber and the courtroom.
In the early 19th century, the town was brought to
bankruptcy by political disputes. The Guildhall was
actually seized by a former town clerk and let to a
farmer for £50 a year!



The Guildhall

wﬂ For over 100 years, the now quze!
¥ streel was the home 0/ a gusy martkel,
while the upper chamber 0/[ lhe

Suildball saw many dramas, some fr. ragic, some
comical. Funistiments me/e(/ out by the cour! were
o//en severe, znc/uo/urzy wﬁlppuzy al the cart’s tail or
al the puéﬁc w&)opizgy post on the Quay, and’
lransportation fo America. Then there was the
/)ano/emonz'um 0/ election (/ay with streefs /u[[ o/ ’
processions and bands, candidates making speectres
and crowds éecélergy, sﬁou/[ny and, /175/1127 fo ge!
info the chamber.

P POOLE TRAIL -
‘T&A;IL‘ CEREMONIES, SHOOTING, CRIME
Qam® AND PUNISHMENT

On the far side of the Guildhall is the Angel Inn, built in
the late 18th century. It was a coaching inn and a
meeting place for the Poole Reform Party in the early
19th century. It was here that they gathered for election
morning breakfasts within shouting distance of the
Guildhall.

If you stand outside the Angel Inn looking straight ahead
you will see the Blue Boar Inn, another historical stop.

If you look on the right side wall of the Guildhall %2 you
can find a bullet mark in the brickwork. In 1886,
Alderman Horatio Hamilton an ex mayor of Poole was
repeatedly shot and killed at this point by John King a
harbour pilot, due to a dispute over a boat. John King
went to trial where he was found guilty and sentenced
to be hanged, however due to Poole people’s
sympathy over the affair he was reprieved. The
Guildhall re-opened its doors to the public in 2007 as

Twl' SHOPS, JOBS AND DOWN THE ALLEYWAYS

the Borough of Poole’s Register Office. Following
major renovation it now provides a venue for
weddings, civil partnerships and other civic ceremonies.

From here we turn right along New Orchard s
- %9, a modern road that was cut through Market
Street in the 1960’s. The single storey shops on
the right however retain their Victorian frontages.

* | POOLE TRAIL -

The trail continues right into the High Street @0 .
Opposite cockle @0 you will see a plaque marking
a visit made by King Charles Il (more below).

The buildings on the right are of a variety of ages,
including The Courtyard Tearooms %2, which
dates back to the 16th century. Further down,
the High Street widens out into what used to be
the Corn Market @5 .

. High Street

The ]ﬁyg Streel is an ancient

/Aorouyéfare that used fo link the
Quay with the Jown ya/e Oun'ny

tte Groil War Foole ad been Cromwell’s main
s/razgyéofo/ in Dorsel. Nevertheless, if was with
enthusiasm thal Tbole welcomed the restored
%}gg Gharles T9 and s court on a visit in
1655. The earlier p/ague al @ records the visit
that /}ba//y liealed the wounds 0/ the Croi War.

Thre pazj/y was entertained to dinner af the bouse o/ )
Feter ]ﬁ/ey, a local merchant, and later to a



‘sla/e[y ganque/ ) al the bhouse 0/ "Golonel William
Shutt. Doth bouses have been demolistred.

The lower part of the High Street shows 400 or
500 years of continuous settlement, alteration and
reuse. Many of the shops and restaurants such as
Cinnamon House 70 are deceptive - built about
400 years ago but with 18th/19th century fagade
and an early Victorian shopfront.

The Antelope 76 has a 500 year history. It was a
coaching inn with its own horses, coaches, smithy
and even funeral vehicles, and at one stage even
brewed its own beer. In the 19th century coaches left
here for Bristol, Bath and London. This building also
shows evidence of its earlier origins with a massive
stone fireplace in the bar and wooden beams.

Renovations in the King’s Head @7, once called
the Plume of Feathers and a haunt of sea captains,
revealed at least five hidden passageways, thought
to have been used by smugglers.

Beyond the King’s Head is Scaplen’s Court
Museum @@ a superb mediaeval building now used
as an education centre. It was probably built in the
15th century and then converted into a courtyard
inn. Merchants would have stayed here and also
pilgrims who sailed from Poole to the shrine of
Santiago de Compostela in Northern Spain. Their
symbol of the scallop shell (or St. James’s cockle)
found its way into the town coat of arms, as seen
on the Poole Arms Pub earlier.

In the 18th century Scaplen’s Court was occupied
by prosperous tradesmen such as John Scaplen,
whose name it bears. Now Scaplen’s Court is open
to the public during the month of August.

A

3% Poole Museums

The trail ends oulside Toole

TMuseum. The museum houses
dr'sp[ays on /our /[oors /e[[zhy the

CS/Oly o/ Foole. This includes the lives o/ lhe
peop/e o/ TFoole, the SAI'PPI'IZ—? lrade with
international links, World War 2, Fbole ;K/Uo//evy
and lots more! Fbole TMuseum is also bome fo the
Toole jfis/wy Centre where  you can ﬁ'n(/ more
1)7f01’ma/1‘017 on the fown’s b erilage. A ran 2ge 0/
books, videos and souvenirs are available in the
TMuseum CSAOP and the MMuseum bhas provision for
visttors who may be disabled. Tbole Museum is

also bome to Tdole Tourism gn/forma/z'on Centre.

¥ POOLE TRAIL

) SCULPTURE, ANTELOPES, HERBS AND
HIDDEN HISTORY

Remember... if you have found out or know of
anything interesting we have missed we would love
to hear from you! Email info@pooletourism.com or
pop in to the Poole Tourist Information Centre at
Poole Museum.



POOLE TRAIL

Poole Trail is a new interactive way for Poole’s
visitors and residents to experience Poole Quay,
Old Town and Harbourside Park.

Look out for the eleven More to Explore signposts
at the locations shown on this map. Each
signpost tells different stories and hidden tales
about Poole’s heritage and historic buildings,
natural environment and wildlife, attractions and
public art.

You don’t have to follow any particular route from
signpost to signpost, and can make up your own
Poole Trail, perhaps walking or cycling from one

to the other, or hopping on the Route ONE Bus.

Poole Trail also delivers films and recordings from
the archive and stories from local people to your
mobile phone at key locations in the town centre.

Find one of the colourful More to explore signpost
panels indicated on the map, then, use your
smart phone to either access our site at
pooletrail.com and then tap in the code word or
simply scan the QR logo.

AL‘

“SAVED

FROM

THE GALLOWS
BY A PUBLIC
OUTCRY...” '

DISCOVER
THE SECRET
HERB GARDEN

POOLE quay

“THE

MoST
FEARED
SMUGGLERS
IN DORSET...”

Use this map to find




Please go to
Arriving by car, coach or train? Route ONE links www.gettingabout.info
' the town's car parks, bus and rail stations with all the major for timetables & fares.
§ attractions. If its your first time in Pool, this is a great way of

discovering the layout of the town - plus the views of
the Harbour from the bus are superb! Railway St suuun

m*%

k. Dolphin Shnppmn
\ e | Centre & Bus Station

Great for Everyone
All Route ONE buses have
wheelchair access and step-
free entrances so are brilliant for
everyone exploring Poole.

More to explore
Poole Museum
Route ONE Bus

Toilets

HARBOURSIDE
PARK
(BAITER)

WATCH
THE SCOUTS

50 WILD! SE——

“MOTHER
WENT THERE
IN 1911 WITH
TEN FEVER
PATIENTS...”

Quay, Old Town and Harbourside Park A MULTIMEDIA EXPERIENCE

Poole’s More to Explore signposts and uncover the town’s unique heritage and environment. @
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